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WOODSTOCK UNION MIDDLE SCHOOL 

 

 MISSION STATEMENT 

 

 

The Woodstock Union Middle School is a school that recognizes and 

understands the special intellectual, physical, and social/emotional needs of early 

adolescents.  Students at this stage of growth, which spans the transition from 

childhood to adolescence, are at a critical turning point in their lives.  We are 

committed to helping each of our students experience success and growth, both 

personally and academically. 

 

Our mission is to do our best to assure that every student be able to think 

critically; be healthy, literate, and articulate; behave lawfully and ethically; be an 

active and productive citizen; and be committed to lifelong learning. 

 

 

 

  WINDSOR CENTRAL SUPERVISORY UNION 

 

 MISSION STATEMENT 

 

 

The Windsor Central Supervisory Union Faculty, Staff, Administration and 

Boards of School Directors endorse practicing inclusion and inter-curricular 

instruction techniques in our schools.  We value these practices, such as 

integrating by theme and engaging multiple intelligences, because they focus and 

intensify the development of our students as lifelong learners, responsible 

citizens, productive workers, and successful people.  We support the ongoing 

education of our faculty, staff, and administration to meet these goals. 

 

The education community fully endorses the practice of an articulated 

educational program of study that is developmentally appropriate, beginning in 

kindergarten and continuing through twelfth grade graduation.  Our intent is that 

these practices will help our students learn the content and skills needed in each 

discipline, practice higher order thinking skills, build character, and prepare for 

work while making the learning experience richer and more significant for every 

student. 
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2017-2018 CURRICULUM GUIDE 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear 7th and 8th Grade Students: 

 

It is time to begin planning for next year.  The course descriptions contained 

within this booklet will assist you in selecting the appropriate elective courses to 

meet your needs and interests at Woodstock Union Middle School.  Please read 

carefully all sections relevant to your grade level, including all general pages through 

page 5, as well as any required and elective courses that are appropriate for your 

grade level. 

 

Middle school requirements include a quarter of health, a quarter of fine arts 

and, currently for 7
th

 grade only, a quarter of a Computer Skills class.  Each student 

must select a minimum of four quarters worth of elective courses when combining 

quarter, semester and longer courses. 

  

The faculty and staff at Woodstock Union Middle School are dedicated to 

helping all students discover and develop their individual potential.  We all recognize 

also the important collaborative role between students, parents and teachers.  Please 

help us work together to design and implement the most effective program for you 

so that you may experience to the fullest degree possible our focus on community, 

respect, responsibility and success.  

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

Dana Peterson 

 

Dana Peterson 

Principal 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL COUNSELOR 

 

      Our Middle School has a counselor assigned to address the special needs of 

all of the seventh and eighth grade students.  This is a significant age for 

developmental changes and important decision-making.  Our Middle School 

Counselor is well aware of adolescent issues.  The Counseling Program addresses 

the typical developmental growth of students in a preventative format.  In the fall, 

the transition of seventh graders into a new school is a main focus of the 

counseling program, just as the last weeks of spring bring attention to the 

transition of the eighth graders into the high school.  During the year, small group 

topics are offered to guide students with friendship, stress reduction, anger 

management and other issues.   

      Students and their parents may seek the assistance of the school’s 

counselor for any matters that would adversely affect a student’s progress or 

ability to function well at school.  Get to know your school counselor! 

 

 

 

 

 

Elective Courses and Study Halls 

 

Our Middle School day is divided into two parts: core and elective courses.  

The elective program is taught by both High School and Middle School staff.  You 

may explore opportunities in art, music, horticulture, computers, and foreign 

language.  All students are encouraged to take as many elective courses as they 

can fit in the schedule. 

In addition, there is a requirement that at least one quarter-year of 

instruction in the fine arts be completed during the course of the year for both 

Grades 7 & 8.  Courses that fulfill this requirement include any music and art 

class. From time to time, other courses are offered which meet this obligation.  

Students who are not scheduled in actual courses during elective periods are 

assigned to study halls.  If you do not have a study hall, it means that all 

homework, study, and special projects requiring library research will have to be 

completed after school. 

The required core courses in Science, Math, English, Social Studies, Health, 

Physical Education, Technology Education and FACS (Family and Consumer 

Science) are taught by Middle School staff. 

Our Middle School offers a wide range of extra-curricular activities including 

athletics, drama, yearbook, math team and Geo-Bee.  It is important to be actively 

involved in many different aspects of school life.  Your involvement will enrich your 

school experience, as well as help contribute to the positive experience of others. 

 Your participation will also contribute significantly to your success at WUMS.   
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MIDDLE SCHOOL SCHEDULING 

For students currently in grades 6 and 7, the procedure for selecting, 

registering for, and scheduling courses for the 2017-2018 school year will be as 

follows: 

1.   Current Grade 6:  The Middle School Counselor and Principal will visit 

the district elementary schools during February to meet with students and parents 

regarding the programs available at Woodstock Union Middle School.  Course 

selection materials will be distributed at this time.  Students are asked to discuss 

course selections with their parents and teachers and return the forms to their 

teacher within a week after receiving the Middle School course selection form. 

2.  Current Grade 7:  A grade level meeting will be held in February to 

distribute course selection materials and outline the process to be followed in 

selecting and registering for courses for the next school year.  Our Middle School 

counselor can be available to meet with students and their parents regarding any 

questions they have about their course of study.  Students are asked to discuss 

course selections with their parents and teachers and return the forms to their 

reading teacher.  

3.  Students receiving Special Education Services will need to develop their 

schedules with consideration given to a student's interests and needs as detailed 

by that student's Individual Education Plan (IEP).  This is usually done as part of an 

IEP meeting.  Case managers will need to review the forms prior to their being 

submitted to the Middle School office. 

 

HOMEWORK HINTS FOR PARENTS 

In conferences with parents we frequently hear, "There is no homework."  

Although there may be days when no specific written homework has been 

assigned, academic preparation time should still be scheduled at home each night. 

This time can be spent on reading a book, a magazine or newspaper, preparing an 

outline for a future essay, quiz or test, or discussing a topic of interest with a 

parent.  We strongly recommend that all students spend a minimum of 20 

minutes of homework/study time (five days a week) on each academic subject.   

Working together, we need to help young people see that study and 

academic preparation, in contrast to specific written homework, includes (but is 

not limited to): 

1. preparing a second draft from classroom note, writing in a journal, essays 

or lab reports; 

2. checking lecture notes while they are still fresh in a student's mind (in 

terms of understanding material, 30 minutes spent as soon after a lecture 

as possible); 

3.outline an English or Science chapter to use to review for a quiz or chapter 

test; 

4. reviewing corrected papers with parents to explain what was learned and 

what can be improved; 

5. rethinking, e.g., using foreign language vocabulary words by making up 

sentences and transcribing them in the foreign language; 

6. reviewing, e.g., reviewing terms in math so one knows them 
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verbatim and can apply them to problems not previously assigned; 

7. getting a good night's sleep before a test -- no cramming! Research  

indicates that sleep helps the mind retain information; and 

8. in addition to the previous recommendations, it is always important to 

READ! 

REQUIRED COURSES - GRADE 7 

ENGLISH 7 

English in Grade 7 is a full year course emphasizing the basic language skills 

of reading, writing, research skills, speaking, vocabulary, sentence and paragraph 

structure, grammar usage, and mechanics.  The literature presented includes 

novels, short stories, poetry, nonfiction and drama from a variety of sources.  

Many materials are chosen which relate to topics presented in Global Studies, and 

several interdisciplinary units are taught.  During the course of the year, students 

have opportunities for expository and creative writing.  All writing pieces are 

linked to the Vermont Standards and Grade Expectations and Common Core.  

Responses to literature, personal essays and journaling, persuasive, and article 

summaries as well as narratives are the focus of the writing program in 7
th

 grade 

English.  

 

LANGUAGE ENHANCEMENT 

         The Language Enhancement class is open to students from grades 7 and 8 

who require extra practice in reading, writing, spelling, critical thinking, and 

vocabulary skills.  This class meets regularly in addition to the regular core English 

class. Students receive a grade for this class independent of their English grade. 

The goal of the program is to aid students in achieving grade level reading and 

writing skills by the end of 8
th

 grade.  Inclusion in the program is determined by 

teacher recommendation and standardized test scores.  In addition, each student 

will be assessed at the beginning and end of the year to track progress.     

 

LIFE SCIENCE 7 

 This course focuses on the study of living things or organisms and their 

interactions with the environment. Units of study will include scientific 

classification, ecology, microbiology, genetics and evolution. We will also discuss 

world environmental issues such as climate change as well as human impact on 

the environment in our own back yards. The scientific method will be used to 

investigate the natural world as students conduct research in the classroom as 

well as on the school's campus and in the greater community.  

 

GLOBAL STUDIES 

Global Studies focuses on the physical and cultural geography of the world.  

 Thematic topics include: Themes of Geography, History and Culture, Economics 

and Development, Government Types, and Globalization.  Project-based learning 

and inquiry are the focus of the learning opportunities.  Technology is the primary 

tool for learning and information gathering.  The themes are integrated across the 

curriculum, particularly in English classes. 
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INTEGRATED MATH 

 The units of study in Grade 7 math include proportional reasoning and 

relationships, integer and rational number computation, geometric constructions, 

analysis of statistics and concepts of chance. The Connected Math Program, which 

is fully aligned with the Common Core of Standards, is the primary resource for 

this course.  The IXL program, an online math practice site, is used to engage 

students in an interactive way as they practice and maintain their math skills.   

Students are taught note taking and organizational strategies. Writing in 

mathematics is critical in communicating understanding. 

  

TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION 7 

Technology Education is a program designed to provide the student with an 

overview of several technologies. 

The Grade 7 program covers units in communications and transportation.  

The communications unit includes basic drafting skills.  The transportation unit 

includes a study of the history of transportation and the construction of a CO2 

powered car. 

 

FACS (Family and Consumer Science) 7 

This is a required class that introduces the student to making healthy food 

choices and understanding about family dynamics and learning about 

A.I.D.S/H.I.V., fetal alcohol syndrome and effect of drugs with the fetus and 

babies. Emphasis is placed on time management, food safety and sanitation and 

working in small and large groups. 

Focus is on personal and interpersonal development especially with group 

work. Students will use self reflections and rubrics for group grades. Learning 

about nutrition and culture of foods around the world and meal management will 

take a large part of the class time.  

 

HEALTH 7 

 Middle School Health is a required class where students will be enabled to 

identify areas of strength in their emotional, social and physical health. 

Topics in Grade 7 include goal setting, decision-making, bullying, conflict 

resolution and substance abuse prevention.  Students will be graded on class 

participation, homework and quizzes.  Parental participation in homework 

assignments is highly encouraged. 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 7 

The Grade 7 program attempts to develop areas of physical fitness, team 

building, decision making, motor coordination and knowledge. 

Traditional and non-traditional team activities are taught along with 

individual specialties utilizing ropes, rings, juggling materials, balance beams and 

stilts. 

Grading and evaluations are based upon the student performing skills to the 

best of their ability, displaying a positive attitude, being respectful of others, 

cooperation and being prepared for class with appropriate clothing and footwear.  
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COMPUTER SKILLS  - 1/4 Year 

 This course is required of all seventh grade students.   

Using a personal computer, the student will become familiar with the World 

Wide Web as a resource, and refine basic search techniques. The student will 

practice keyboarding using a “touch” method. The student will gain familiarity with 

computer operations and concepts, and develop skills with basic word processing 

procedures and formatting. Throughout the course, emphasis will be placed on 

safety, maintaining privacy and the efficient use of the computer as a tool for 

research and education.  

 

REQUIRED COURSES - GRADE 8 

ENGLISH 8 

      English 8 emphasizes reading, writing and class discussion. Students read 

both individual and class texts, primarily by American authors.  Texts include 

poetry, short stories, nonfiction, and novels. The English 8 curriculum is arranged 

by themes of the United States and connects to topics presented in the eighth 

grade social studies course, American Studies. During the year, students learn and 

review reading strategies, improve their reading fluency through oral reading, 

complete exercises which help them become more proficient at extracting 

information and understanding text structures, and analyze and evaluate author’s 

craft. Students write in a variety of forms including personal essays, literary 

analysis, and poetry. Using textual evidence to support a thesis is emphasized, as 

well as an understanding of the interplay between purpose, audience, and tone. 

 

LANGUAGE ENHANCEMENT 

       The Language Enhancement class is open to students from grades 7 and 8 

who require extra practice in reading, writing, and vocabulary skills.  This class 

meets regularly in addition to the regular core English class.  Students receive a 

grade for this class independent of their English grade.  The goal of the program 

is to aid students in achieving grade level reading and writing skills by the end of 

8
th

 grade.  Inclusion in the program is determined by teacher recommendation and 

standardized test scores.  In addition, each student will be assessed at the 

beginning and end of the year to track progress.   

 

PHYSICAL SCIENCE 8 

 Physical Science in the eighth grade covers both introductory chemistry and 

physics. Emphasis will be placed on building a strong foundation in the basic 

concepts and important processes of physical science, with the ultimate goal of 

fostering critical thinking and an appreciation for scientific pursuits.  

       Students will engage in project-based learning, scientific inquiry, and 

engineering/design tasks. In addition, topics of an interdisciplinary nature may be 

taught in cooperation with other subject area teachers. Students will be provided 

with opportunities to pursue personal interests and to connect with outside 

people and organizations throughout the community and world. Students’ use of 

netbooks will play an important role in these pursuits, as well as their everyday 

class work. 
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        The curriculum is guided by several sources, including A Framework for K-12 

Science Education (2012), the Next Generation Science Standards (2013), and the 

Common Core State Standards (2010). 

 

AMERICAN STUDIES 

      American Studies examines the origin, nature and condition of our American 

culture through a study of primary and secondary sources, artifacts, and art. Some 

topics of study include colonialism, our nation’s founding documents, 

industrialization, immigration, westward expansion, reform movements, and 

economics. Special focus is placed on our constitutional heritage; connections 

between our local and national history; and our democratic, social and political 

traditions. The American Studies curriculum connects to the English 8 curriculum. 

 

INTRODUCTION TO ALGEBRA 

 Introduction to Algebra is a pre-algebra course with emphasis on problem 

solving.   All Common Core State Standards (CCSS) Grade 8 topics will be covered 

including: formulating and reasoning about expressions with exponents and 

radicals, using bivariate data in linear equations, solving linear equations and 

systems of linear equations, understanding functions and their use in describing 

qualitative relationships, and analyzing two and three dimensional space figures 

including application of the Pythagorean Theorem. 

 

ALGEBRA 1 

 Eligibility for this course requires a demonstration of proficiency in all of the 

Grade 8 CCSS standards.  This course represents the foundation for higher level 

mathematics.  Topics include: polynomials, equations and inequalities in one and 

two variables, linear, quadratic and exponential functions, solving inequalities and 

systems of inequalities, sequences, inverse functions, and data modeling. 

 

TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION 8 

The Grade 8 program covers units in manufacturing and construction.  The 

manufacturing unit includes the making of a cutting board and the study of how a 

mass production line works.  During the construction unit, students will design 

and construct a model bridge.                

 

FACS (Family and Consumer Science) 8 

In Grade 8 the student is introduced to careers, money management, child 

development and first aid care, and creative use of textiles.  Here the student 

learns how to use practical skills to complete a textile project.  Emphasis is placed 

on practicing a leisure time craft.  Participation and attitude toward the lesson will 

be a contribution to their grade, along with self-assessments and individual 

participation rubrics.  Students will have one major test in child development and 

several quizzes.  

 

HEALTH 8 

 Middle School Health is a required class where students will be enabled to 

identify strengths in their emotional, social and physical health.  Topics in Grade 8 
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include goal setting, decision-making, conflict resolution and teen sexuality.  

Students will be graded on class participation, homework and quizzes.  

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 8 

The program attempts to develop areas of physical fitness, team building, 

motor coordination and knowledge. 

Traditional and non-traditional team activities are taught along with 

individual specialties utilizing ropes, rings, juggling material, balance beams and 

stilts. 

Grading and evaluations are based upon the student performing skills to the 

best of their ability, displaying a positive attitude, being respectful of others, 

cooperation and being prepared for class with appropriate clothing and footwear.  

 

ELECTIVES 

 

The following courses are electives for Grade 7 students. 

 

MODERN and CLASSICAL LANGUAGES 

Students entering WUMS may have varied levels of language ability. 

 Depending on the amount of time studying the language, as well as the skill level, 

some seventh grade students may enroll in Spanish/French 1B and Spanish/French 

II.  A placement test will be administered to any student wishing to take a level 1B 

or a level II language class.  Placement will be determined based on the 

performance of that assessment and consultation with the administration.  As a 

result, all language classes include flexible student groupings by age dependent 

upon level of language acquisition. 

 

FRENCH 1A – All Year 

    French 1A is an academically oriented course which is designed to provide a 

strong foundation for the sequential study of French is the first half of a two-year 

sequence that encompasses similar material as is taught in the high school French 

I course.     Students begin their study of the French language and culture with an 

emphasis on oral communication.  Students also read and write French within the 

context of basic vocabulary and language structure.  Daily homework assignments 

complement classwork; study skills and note-taking will be important components 

of the course.  Students will be developing speaking, comprehension, reading and 

writing skills, as well as learning about the Francophone world.  Games, dialogues, 

projects, videos, music and the D’accord! 1 textbook are part of the daily activities 

of this novice language course.   

 

SPANISH 1A  - All Year 

Spanish 1A is a challenging language course and is the first half of a two-

year sequence that encompasses similar material as is taught in the high school 

Spanish I course.  It is an academically-oriented course with high expectations of 

student participation and interest.  Homework is assigned regularly.  Students will 

develop speaking, listening, reading and writing skills, as well as learn about the 

Hispanic world.  Vocabulary acquisition is emphasized through content specific 
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units.  Students are introduced to the process of verb conjugation and the gender 

of nouns. Games, dialogues, projects, videos, music and the Descubre 1A 

textbook are part of the daily activities of this novice language course. 

 

STUDIO ART 7 - 1/4 year 

This course introduces middle school students to ways of being a “citizen of 

the art room.”  We will explore ways of working with a variety of materials such as 

clay, paint, pastels, printmaking, various crafts, as well as basic drawing skills.  All 

seventh graders are invited to sign up and bring with them an open attitude and 

readiness to try new things!   

 

The following are elective courses for students in Grade 8. 

 

FRENCH 1B - All year 

French 1B is a continuation of French 1A and together they complete the 

equivalent of French I.  The basic text D’accord! 1 is supplemented by  videos, 

skits, projects, and various cultural studies.  Students are encouraged to speak 

and write French creatively in this novice language course. 

 

FRENCH II - All year 

     Students continue to develop their ability to speak, understand, read and write 

French. The class is conducted primarily in French, oral work is emphasized, and 

self-initiated conversation is encouraged. Students continue learning vocabulary 

and will be able to converse and write using present, past, and future tenses. The 

study of French culture is an integral part of each lesson. Text: D’accord! 2 

 

SPANISH 1B - All year 

Spanish 1B is a continuation of Spanish 1A and together they complete the 

equivalent of Spanish I.  It is an academically-oriented course with high 

expectations of student participation and interest.  Homework is assigned 

regularly.  Students are encouraged to increase their speaking, listening, reading 

and writing skills as well as learning about the Hispanic world.  Students will 

continue to acquire new vocabulary through content specific units and maintain a 

strong understanding of the present tense. Games, dialogues, projects, videos, 

music and the Descubre 1B textbook are part of the daily activities of this novice 

language course. 

 

SPANISH II - All year     

     This course continues to develop the four language skills of speaking, 

listening, reading and writing in Spanish. Conversation in Spanish is emphasized. 

The course is conducted in Spanish and students are expected to use the language 

in class to the best of their ability. Students continue to acquire practical 

vocabulary through content specific units and will be able to use and understand 

different verb tenses including present, several forms of past and commands. The 

study of Hispanic culture is also integrated throughout the curriculum. Students 

will expand their reading comprehension using short stories and articles and their 

speaking through spontaneous conversations. Major classroom projects, group 
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and individual, are done in each unit. Games, dialogues, projects, videos, music 

and the Descubre II textbook are part of the daily activities of this intermediate 

language course 

 

STUDIO ART 8 - 1/4 Year 

This course reinforces concepts and skills introduced in Art 7.  Drawing 

skills are emphasized.  Sculpture and printmaking are introduced.  Other media, 

particularly clay and paint, are included and explored as time allows.  Students will 

be asked to submit one piece to be included in the end-of-the-year art show in 

May. 

 

IN-DEPTH EXPLORATIONS OF ART 8 – Semester 

In this art course students are able to approach art-making more in depth 

than in art 8. There are high expectations for student participation, interest and 

independence in carrying out and completing projects. Students will be drawing, 

painting, and sculpting from life and will be developing facility with a variety of 

materials, which may include: clay, paint, pastels, charcoal, graphite pencil, and 

various forms of printmaking. Homework is occasionally assigned.  Prerequisite: 

Any Studio Art 7 Course. 

 

CREATIVE FILM - 1/4 Year 

   Students write, produce, act, edit and otherwise create films. We combine 

artistic expression with purpose. Traditional homework, reading, writing, and 

arithmetic, will not apply to this course but there will be requirements. Script 

journals, story boards, supplies for sets, edited films, and thoughtful 

introductions prior to a showing are among some of the assignments. Serious fun. 

 

8th GRADE HORTICULTURE  - 1/4 Year 

     This class will introduce and/or students to Horticulture. Areas of studies 

include: Plant Identification, plant propagation of tropical, cacti, succulents, 

annuals, perennials, and vegetables plants. In addition, students will study, the art 

of Bonsai. Inquiry areas include: Plant botany and elements, wildlife and their 

habitat, United States and global agriculture. Landscape design and special 

projects (determined by the season) will round out the course. 

 

The following are elective courses for students in Grades 7 and 8. 

 

KITCHEN SCIENCE – 1/4 Year 

       This is a one-quarter  interdisciplinary elective in which students explore the 

chemistry and physics at work as we cook and bake.  The work will provide 

enrichment in addition to our 7
th

 grade FACS curriculum and to our 8th grade 

physical science curriculum. Students will explore the principles of chemistry and 

physics as they relate to food science.  Enrollment is open to both 7th and 8
th

 

graders. (Common Core, Family and Consumer Science state standards, and Next 

Generation Science national standards guide our explorations.) 
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ROBOTICS –1/4 Year 

 This is a beginning Robotics class. We will do two projects. The first is 

building a robotic arm. The second is building a robotic vehicle that will fight 

other vehicles. 

 Students will use hand tools and their minds. 

 

3-D ART – 1/4 Year 

 Through creative thinking and discovery students will gain an understanding 

for how to create successful and meaningful 3-dimensional art.  Students will 

understand how to express their ideas using a variety of materials which may 

include: papier-mâché, plaster, recycled objects and clay.  Students with flexible 

attitudes and willingness to take risks are encouraged to sign up. 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL CONCERT BAND - All Year 

This course is open to all seventh and eighth grade students who are 

looking to build their musical skills in a band setting.  Middle school band meets 

every other day and performs at least three concerts per year. Students are 

expected to practice their instruments outside of school and to bring their 

instruments to class along with an enthusiastic willingness to learn!   

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL CHORUS - All Year 

 Middle School Chorus is open to all students who enjoy singing. Through 

regular practice, we will explore music from around the world. We will develop 

good singing technique (body posture, breath support, good intonation and tone) 

and learn how to sing expressively.  We will sing on a regular basis and will 

participate in at least 3 scheduled concerts throughout the school year.  

 

VOICE CLASS – 1/4 Year 

 Do you love to sing? Do you wish to learn how to be a better singer? If you 

answered “yes!” then voice class is for you! Along with having fun through singing, 

we will explore our voices through music. How to decode the music on the page 

will be explored in addition to the development of good vocal technique. Everyone 

will be expected to sing during class time. NO PRIOR EXPERIENCE NECESSARY – 

just a willingness to learn and have fun. 

 

GUITAR CLASS – 1/4 Year 

 If you always wanted to explore making music with a guitar and to 

accompany yourself while singing this is your chance! This class is designed for 

students who have an interest in learning how to play the acoustic guitar. We will 

learn basic guitar techniques and home practice will be expected.  

 

“ROCK TO POP” MUSIC EXPLORATION - 1/4 Year 

 Have you ever wondered why we listen to the music we listen to? Where did 

it come from? Who were the people involved with its creation? We will explore 

popular music from the 1960’s to present day. We will listen to musical examples; 

explore the creation of a song from an idea to the release of a new album; 

research the development of the growing music industry as well as learn to sing a 
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variety of songs in the major musical styles of the time period. (Rock and Roll, 

Pop, Disco, Funk, R&B, Rap and Alternative to name a few)  

 

SCIENCE, ART AND THE ENVIRONMENT – 1/4 YEAR 

 In this course students will explore local food systems and human impact on 

the environment through scientific and artistic lenses.  Students will make 

connections between farming, art, food, ecosystems, people and climate change.  

The course will focus on hands-on learning, which may include: developing 

cafeteria recipes, managing the school garden, using art to solve real-life 

problems and connecting with community members.   

 
 DISCOVERING THE ROMANS – 1/4 YEAR 

 This is a one-quarter introductory class to the culture, language, and history 

of the Romans. Students will spend time in class exploring topics of daily life, 

food, entertainment, mythology, and art. Students will also learn basic 

conversational Latin vocabulary and grammar, and will explore the influence of 

Latin on our own English vocabulary. Students will complete hands-on projects, 

participate in discussions and games, and watch multimedia presentations to learn 

about all of these topics and more.  

 

Extra-curricular Activities!! 

There are many different ways to get involved in your middle school. It’s a great 

time to try or learn something new. An all school assembly will occur the first 

week of school and all of these opportunities will be discussed in greater length.  

 

Middle School Dances -1 every quarter 

 

Farm to School Club- after school 

 

Geography Bee- during school hours 

 

Jazz Band- 1 morning/week, before school. By audition only. This is a supplement to 

students enrolled in Band class (not instead of). 

 

Math Team- 3 after school practices prior to each meet (4 meets/yr) 

 

School sponsored sports-  5 days/week right after school.  

 

 Fall - Football, Soccer, Field Hockey, Cross Country Running  

 

 Winter- Basketball, Nordic Skiing  

 

 Spring- Baseball, Softball, Lacrosse, Track 

 

 Science Bowl- 1x/week after school 

 

 Student Council- during school hours.  

 

 Theater- 5 days/week after school approx 6 weeks prior to performance. 



 15 

Scheduling and Course Sign Up Tips 

 
Use the following page to help plan your schedule  

 
What are Green and White Days? 

Our school colors are green and white! We label each day by color as a way to keep 

track of which four classes you have on any given day.  “Green days” include blocks 

A, B, C and D, and “white days” include blocks E, F, G and H.  

 

What is block scheduling? 

The middle school has a total of 8 class periods but students only have 4 of those 

classes per day. With this system, green day classes meet every other day and 

white day classes meet every other day on the alternate days. With fewer 

transitions throughout the day, this system promotes a school day where students 

are able to settle into each subject area and it allows for more discussions, 

activities and group work.  

 

Tips for understanding the schedule and signing up for electives: 

 

isted on the following page are required and will automatically 

be entered into each student’s schedule.  

 

ry quarter 

(approximately every 8 weeks) 

 

gn Language, etc.) will fill all four quarters 

  of a block. 

 

 

 

quarters needs to be a “Fine Art”. (see pink course selection sheet)  

 

elective, will be used for study hall.  

 

your 6th grade teacher to decide what is right for you! 

 

 



 SAMPLE SCHEDULE 

*This is a sample schedule. Times and blocks will vary each year. 

                   

                               Green Day         White Day 

A  
 

English 
 
 
 
 

E  
 

Global Studies 

B  
 

Math 
 
 

F  

First ¼ 

Second ¼ 

Third ¼ 

Fourth ¼ 
 

Lunch Lunch 

Advisory Advisory 

C 

First ¼            PE 

Second ¼      FACS 

Third ¼          PE 

Fourth ¼       Health 

 

G 
 

 
Science 

D  

First ¼   

Second ¼ 

Third ¼ 

Fourth ¼ 

 

 

H  

First ¼    

Second ¼   

Third ¼         Tech Ed 

Fourth ¼       Computer 

 

 


	Curr guide cover 2
	Curr. Guide 17-18 revised
	Sample Schedule one page

